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NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVAN

Grant-Funded Tech Project Sparks New
Ministry Opportunities at Ziegels

Written by: Winona Schappell of Ziegels Union Church, Breinigsville

In the fall of 2024, Ziegels Union Church,
comprised of two sister congregations, the Ziegel
United Church of Christ and Ziegels Lutheran
Congregation, embarked on a joint effort to
upgrade the shared 1908 church building's
Fellowship Room with upgraded technology to
enhance and increase informal worship and
educational mission g
opportunities. With
the potential of
applying grants to
support the goal of
ministries using
technology, Mary
Redline (UCC) and
Winona  Schappell
(Lutheran) used local
community and
current congregation
demographics to
piece one initiative
with the application e
of four grants: three from UCC Penn Conference
grants, Energizing Ministries, Neighbors in Need,
and Operational Love of Church, and one from the
NEPA Synod Witness and Service grant. With
creative planning, the grants were written to
cover the funding of a $13,000 technology
initiative. By January 2025, we received notice
from Penn Conference and NEPA Synod
confirming that all four grant applications were
accepted and approved. Excited about the
opportunities that these grant approvals offered,
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there were still more obstacles to address. The
grants did not cover the full quote for a PC
projection system from Lehigh Valley Sight and
Sound, so fundraisers and memorial/donation
drives were needed. However, Lehigh Valley Sight
and Sound started work on the project, trusting
that we would be successful in raising the balance.
The Lord’s blessings
came in many shapes
. and forms.

Communications
started with the
Union Treasurer on
establishing an
accounting system to
monitor grant
f expenditures. Union
: committees
(Christian Education,
Worship and Music,
History, Fellowship)
were contacted to
begin considering how to incorporate the use of
the technology for our 275th Anniversary
Celebrations in 2025. The Technology Committee
helped to wire Internet connections, and the
Property Committee found an electrician to
complete the required electrical work. And with
the Lord’s blessings, individual members
contributed donations and memorial funds of over
$6,300. With the support of the congregational
members and committee volunteers, this
whirlwind project was completed in three months.



VOLUME 33 | ISSUE 7 JULY 2025

| On March 19th, Lehigh Valley Sight and Sound
completed all the installations for a PC-controlled
multimedia projection system. That same evening,
Pastor Andy Meckstroth, Lutheran Pastor, used the
projection system for the second Wednesday
Lenten service held in the Fellowship Room. Both
Pastor Andy and Pastor Larry Pickens, UCC Pastor,
continued to use the projection system for the
remaining Wednesday Lenten services.

Since March, several 275th Anniversary events have been
held. Christian Education used the technology for a Martha
Washington Tea Party and Youth Sunday worship service.
The History Committee sponsored two presentations: The
Pennsylvania Germans: Past, Present & Future by Dr. W.
Donner and The Muhlenberg Family and the Lutheran Church in
Early Pennsylvania by Christopher Malone, Curator of Historic ||
Trappe. Weekly PowerPoint slideshows of church
announcements were presented during the Fellowship Hour
that is held between the Lutheran and UCC Sunday services.
Families have used the system to share family photos during
viewings and funeral luncheons. The system is providing an _
avenue of endless ministry opportunities for church S
committees and leadership. It is an exciting future of ministry §
at Ziegels Union Church, thanks to the seed funding from the

Synod and Penn Conference grants.

DID YOU KNOW that your Mission Support helps fund areas of the synod like this one and many other
important initiatives? Your contributions are making a significant impact and helping others grow in faith,
supporting the synod'’s lanes of Growing Young, Gaining Strength, and Going Beyond Death to Life, along
with the directions of loving like Jesus, healing like Jesus, and engaging like Jesus. To learn more, visit
godslove.org/missionsupport.
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The Grants Team is looking for members to join in their work.
Contact grants@nepsynod.org if interested
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