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 Saying Yes to God: 
A Personal Witness to Licensed Lay Ministry 

Written by: Michael Haspe, Licensed Lay Ministry Candidate 
 

I am a lifelong member of Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Tamaqua, PA, where I 
currently serve as the Christian Education 
Director. I felt my strongest pull to ministry during 
the pandemic. It was during the shutdown that 
God began to utilize me in new ways. I was one of 
four people—including the Pastor, camera 
operator, and organist—tasked to broadcast our 
services live. During this time, I learned to serve as 
a Cantor, Lector, and 
Communion Assistant, and 
I found I really enjoyed 
being a part of worship 
leadership. When the 
congregation came back, 
the anxiety I had 
previously experienced 
that kept me from serving 
(even though I really 
wanted to) was gone. I 
finally felt free to step into 
the roles God had been 
preparing me for all along. 
Yet how did I get here? Near the end of 2020, I 
witnessed an unexplainable life-saving miracle. It 
was then I felt the urge to share my testimony and 
to preach. At the time, there was no Synodically 
Authorized Lay Minister (SALM) or Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM) program in place, and I didn’t feel 
called to rostered ministry. I wasn’t sure what path 
was right for me, but the desire to be in deeper 
service was undeniable. 

Then, in 2023, my partner of 19 years was 
diagnosed with Stage 4 colon cancer. My world 
collapsed. I had a good cry with my Pastor and told 
her that even though I trusted God, I was afraid. 
She encouraged me to go home and rest and 
assured me we would talk more the next day. The 
very next morning, she called me with news: the 
synod had approved the LLM program. I knew in 
that instant it was God commanding my attention. 

It felt as though God was 
saying, “Michael, during 
this time of uncertainty and 
fear, YOU WILL FOCUS 
ON ME.” I shared this with 
my Pastor, and no sooner 
did it come out of my 
mouth than my fear turned 
to calm. There aren’t words 
to describe the sense of 
peace and clarity that 
followed. 
So that’s what I did. I 

enrolled in the LLM program and kept my eyes 
LASER focused on God. The anxiety didn’t return. 
Late last year, my partner underwent major 
surgery to remove the cancer. The pathology 
report stunned the medical team—what had 
looked and behaved like Stage 4 cancer was 
downgraded to Stage 2. Today, my partner is 
cancer free. While doctors still can’t explain it, I 
can. I had just witnessed a second miracle.
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So that is why I am here, and that is why I am so passionate about the 
Licensed Lay Ministry program. It has given me a pathway to serve others 
and to share the good news of Jesus Christ, while I continue to discern 
whether rostered ministry might be the next step. For years, people in my 
church and community have said to me, “Michael, you are a Pastor.” And 
whether that becomes a career goal for me or not, this program enables me 
to explore ministry in meaningful ways. Through it, I can share the Gospel 
and lead others to Christ. 
 
It’s no secret there is a shortage of Pastors. Being a Licensed Lay Minister 
allows me to serve in ways that are within my current gifts while also 
challenging me to grow in areas I may have once feared. LLMs can help 
address the pastoral shortage across our synod. No congregation is too large 
or too small to benefit from the presence of a lay minister. I believe the LLM 
program can be a catalyst to grow our churches, open new doors, and 
revitalize ministries. 
 

The LLM retreats have been one of my favorite parts of this journey. The preaching retreat especially stands 
out. It provided me with practical tools to write and deliver sermons with confidence. I now feel my 
preaching is more focused and effective because of what I learned there. Pastor Peggy Wurtele has been a 
huge inspiration to me. Her motto—“Proclamation, Proclamation, Proclamation!”—encourages us to seize 
every opportunity to proclaim the Gospel and remind people that grace is FREE and abundant through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As a perfectionist, I hold onto her other phrase too: “…and Jesus 
loves us anyway.” It helps me focus less on small details and more on the heart of the message. That 
reminder has been freeing and empowering. 
 
I want to leave you with a few questions. Ask yourself honestly: “Do you love Jesus Christ? Do you believe 
in the free gift and promise of grace and eternal salvation? Do you love telling others about Jesus? Do you 
love people?” If you answered yes to any—or all—of these questions, then the LLM journey might be right 
for you. Talk to your Pastor or the LLM Coordinator. Take time to pray and discern if this is your next 
faithful step. 
 
One excuse I frequently hear is, “I would love to do this, but I’m too old.” Let me tell you—you are NEVER 
too old to proclaim the Good News! Your ministry could change someone’s life. If you’re even a little bit 
curious about LLM, talk about it. Ask questions. You might be surprised where God is leading you. 
The most surprising thing I’ve learned is the impact one message can have. I’ve preached dozens of sermons, 
and the most humbling moments come when someone quietly tells me that something I said encouraged 
them, gave them hope, or inspired them to try something new. That’s the greatest reward of all. 
 

Discover how Licensed Lay Ministry is equipping lay leaders for faithful service. Learn more at 
godslove.org/LLM, or email Licensed Lay Ministers Coordinator, Pastor Jira Albers at llm@nepsynod.org 

 

DID YOU KNOW that your Mission Support helps fund areas of the synod like this one and many other 
important initiatives? Your contributions are making a significant impact and helping others grow in faith, 
supporting the synod’s lanes of Growing Young, Gaining Strength, and Going Beyond Death to Life, along 
with the directions of loving like Jesus, healing like Jesus, and engaging like Jesus. To learn more, visit 
godslove.org/missionsupport. 
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