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Resolution Submittal Form 
Please use this form to submit resolutions to be 
considered by the 2023 Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Synod Assembly. The Committee of Reference and 
Counsel will review resolutions submitted to it 
before the assembly and requests that resolutions 
be submitted as soon as possible, so that voting 
members can consider them before the assembly. 

Please note: a resolution adopted by the 2023 Synod Council requires that resolutions submitted less 
than 2 weeks before the assembly (by Wednesday May 17, 2023) will be considered only if the assembly 
votes to suspend the rules. 
 

Please read the guidelines on the reverse side of this page. Return the form to the synod office 
(address information below).  

 
 

Please type or write legibly. You may submit only one resolution on each form. Copy form for additional resolutions.  
 

Sign the form where indicated; include the name and location of your congregation. If you are a lay member of a 
congregation, include the signature of the pastor or president of the congregation (this signature is requested to 
certify that you are a participating member of an ELCA congregation in the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod). 
 
 

A resolution concerning_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name (please print)   
 
Signature   
 
Congregation and location   
 
Signature of pastor or congregation council president   
 
Date of submission   
 
Return to: Committee of Reference and Counsel, 2023 Synod Assembly, Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Synod, 2354 Grove Rd., Allentown PA 18109-3044, email info@nepsynod.org.  

 

mailto:info@nepsynod.org


Resolution Worksheet 

Preparations 
In preparation for crafting this resolution, I/we have: 
_____prayed about this resolution and its impact on the life of the larger church and the world. 
_____previewed the ELCA’s provided tutorials about crafting resolutions and memorials (Each of these resources 
can be found at https://www.elca.org/About/Churchwide/Office-of-the-Secretary/Memorials-and-Resolutions) 

_____ ELCA 2021 Memorials and Resolutions Webinar 
Webinar slides (PDF). 

_____ Memorials and Resolutions Flow Chart 
_____ Guidelines for Memorials and Resolutions 
_____ Guidelines for Writing an Effective Memorial or Resolution 

_____communicated with Reference and Counsel in the crafting stages of this resolution. (Contact 
info@nepsynod.org with questions concerning the crafting of your proposed resolution). 

Observations 
1. A resolution should be stated clearly and concisely.
2. The WHEREAS section should state the reason for the resolution. Each reason needs a separate WHEREAS.
3. You do not need a WHEREAS section. In fact, Roberts Rules recommends that they not be used. In no case

should a WHEREAS section be argumentative.
4. The RESOLVED section should state clearly the action desired, who is to implement the action, and who is to

bear the cost. Each action should be described with a separate RESOLVED.
5. Resolutions should be tested against questions such as:

භ Is the information complete and accurate?
භ Is this a matter that pertains to the life and ministry of the synod?
භ Is this a matter of significance requiring consideration by the synod assembly?
භ Is the action requested one which the synod can implement appropriately and effectively?

Format 
1. If a resolution requires one action, use the following format:

RESOLVED, that_____________________________________ 
2. If a resolution requires more than one action, the following format is used:

RESOLVED, that_____________________________________; and be it further 
RESOLVED, that_____________________________________ 

3. If a resolution is preceded by one reason for submitting the resolution, the following format is used:
WHEREAS,__________________________________________; therefore be it 
RESOLVED, that_____________________________________ 

4. If a resolution is preceded by two or more reasons, the following format is used:
WHEREAS,__________________________________________; and 
WHEREAS,__________________________________________; therefore be it 
RESOLVED, that_____________________________________ 

To submit a resolution, use the form on the reverse side of this page. Only one resolution may be submitted per 
form. Attach extra pages as necessary. You may copy this form.  

Note: forms should be submitted as soon as possible. All resolutions need to be received (not postmarked) on or 
before Wednesday, May 17, 2023. 

Committee of Reference and Counsel, 2023 Synod Assembly, Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, 2354 Grove Rd., 
Allentown PA 18109-3044, email info@nepsynod.org.  

https://www.elca.org/About/Churchwide/Office-of-the-Secretary/Memorials-and-Resolutions
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/WY4yLDpfRLIHUT4h5JbfzfwkTLA47YCK14mZcwI6Oi3NNR2cHBnVOQ0lE-hnFtwgRCAbTKnRKz2gUUnv.GcYDFVIM0diyVvTM?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=MgHXFJynTImLidnehYYc2g.1614629436948.e183ef5efd6fcae00c9d78a1c79421ad&_x_zm_rhtaid=767
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Memorials_Webinar_2021.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Memorials_and_Resolutions_Flowchart.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Guidelines_for_Memorials_and_Resolutions_2021.pdf
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Guidelines_for_Writing_Memorials_and_Resolutions.pdf
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	A resolution concerning: Adoption of an Official Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod Land Acknowledgment Statement
	A resolution concerning_2: Land Acknowledgement Statement

WHEREAS in September 2021, the ELCA Church Council issued the Declaration of the ELCA to American Indian and Alaska Native People, a continuation of the 2016 ELCA statement which repudiated the Doctrine of Discovery; and

WHEREAS The Declaration confesses “…we have not listened to the stories of Indigenous people and have not taken the time to understand history. We have devalued Indigenous religions and lifeways and have not challenged the invisibility of Indigenous people in American society. We have treated American Indians and Alaska Natives as a “minority group” rather than as sovereign nations. We have not taken seriously the importance of land and how complicit we are in accepting the benefits of stolen land”; and

WHEREAS The Declaration also confesses “…we are complicit in the annihilation of Native peoples and [their] cultures, languages, and religions, and that we have refused to truly recognize the harm that we have caused our Native siblings. We confess that we must continue to learn more about our complicity and the roles our church played in dehumanizing Indigenous peoples, especially as it relates to the forced assimilation, abuse, and death in Indian boarding schools, adoption, and foster care; the ecological damages in Indian Country and beyond due to climate change; the breaking of sacred treaties meant to govern the relationships between Native sovereign nations and the U.S. federal government; and missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls, and relatives”; and

WHEREAS The Synod Racial Justice Team has consulted with local and national indigenous leaders on the subject of Land Acknowledgement; 

WHEREAS a Land Acknowledgement Statement is a meaningful and crucial first action toward raising awareness of truths that have been ignored by most for hundreds of years, truths which will work to bring healing reconciliation for both Indigenous and non-Indigenous people; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED that the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA formally adopt a Land Acknowledgement Statement as follows:  

The Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA acknowledges and honors the Lenni-Lenape, Munsee-Lenape, and Susquehannock Peoples who were forcibly removed from this area, and upon whose ancestral homelands we gather. With gratitude to God, we honor the land itself, as well as all our Indigenous siblings who have and who continue to care for this land and call it their home.

and be it further

RESOLVED that this statement be placed on display in a prominent location at the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod office, on the Synod website, and in appropriate Synod publications, as well as read at the beginning of Synod-wide gatherings; and be it further

RESOLVED that all congregations, camps, institutes of learning, and other partner organizations affiliated with the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod be encouraged to likewise adopt and use this or a similar statement; and be it further

RESOLVED that this assembly commits itself and strongly advises all those within this church body to become aware of and involved with the ELCA Truth and Healing Movement, and to use these opportunities to learn the true history and ongoing realities of indigenous people. 

Submitted by the NEPA Synod Racial Justice Team

Pastor Brian Beissel, St. Peter’s, Pine Grove 
Pastor D. Michael Bennethum (Retired), Friedens, Oley
Kaitlyn Olson Blend, Bear Creek Camp
Pastor Colleen Cox, Grace, Shillington
Pastor Samantha Drennan, Grace, Macungie
Deaconess Deborah Graf, Trinity, Reading
Pastor Jennifer Hall, St. John’s, Nazareth
Pastor Brandon Heavner, Weisenberg, New Tripoli
Deacon Kathleen Tigerman, Director for Evangelical Mission, NEPA Synod
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