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Welcome to our newsletter! 
 

We present to you this collection of SUD\HUV��WLSV�DQG�LGHDV�RQ�FDULQJ�IRU�*RG¶s creation, 
book reviews, news about and from notable places within the synod, advocacy 
opportunities, and inspirational stories of good work being done on our territory.   
 
Any questions or comments on this newsletter would be appreciated ± please send them 
to pwmetzloff@gmail.com.   
 
Please feel free to share this with anyone who would be interested! 
  

mailto:pwmetzloff@gmail.com


A Prayer for Winter in Pennsylvania 
 by Pastor Carl D. Shankweiler 
 
 
Dear God, it is cold!  Winter is no joke; it can truly be dangerous because of 
low temperatures, ice and snow, darkness, and foul moods.  No wonder many 
people head south to await spring.  Even polls show winter to be the least 
favorite time of year. 
 
So please help us remain positive about this helpful season, a season that 
plays its own important role in the natural world here in the Northeast.  Apart 
from the beauty of snow and the enjoyment winter provides to those of us 
who do like to ski and skate, these cold days can help control plant disease 
and weeds, provide a period of dormancy that assists plants in their burst of 
springtime growth, and enable trees to shed old leaves that, when 
decomposed, provide nutrients for new and renewed life.   
 
Winter: it is part of a cycle that counts on their being a winter. 
 
Yet we do recognize the additional struggle that winter can create for people 
who are at risk of falling, who are unable to meet the increased costs of 
utilities, who become depressed by the greater darkness and their own 
limited mobility, and who mourn the temporary loss of friends and relatives 
who travel to warmer places.  Help all people who are negatively affected by 
winter to have the stamina and resources to flourish; and help those of us 
with time, ability, and resources to assist those who are in a more difficult 
fight for happiness and even survival.  
 
0D\�ZH�EH�DEOH�WR�VLQJ�ZLWK�MR\�³/HW�LW�VQRZ��OHW�LW�VQRZ��OHW�LW�VQRZ�´�NQRZLQJ�
that snow melts, birds return, the world will turn green again, and the 
outdoors will be appreciated anew because we did experience this challenging 
but important season.  In the name of Jesus, whose birth we celebrate in 
winter.    
   
Amen! 
 
  



Green Tips 
 
Ever thought of going to the grocery store as a way of combatting the climate crisis?  Well, 
it can be.  And it remains a wonderful way, with a little thought and planning, of caring 
for our planet.  Here are some ideas to try for your next trip to the market. 
 
Before you go 
     * Make a shopping list and stick to it.  Buy only what you need.  Bonnie Schneider in 
KHU�ERRN��³7DNLQJ�WKH�+HDW´��S�������UHSRUWV�����RI�DOO�IRRG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LV�WKURZQ�
DZD\�DQG�WKDW�³IRRG�ZDVWH�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�����RI�JOREDO�JUHHQKRXVH�JDV HPLVVLRQV�´ 
     * Shop locally if you can.  Purchasing community grown food items cuts down on 
carbon emissions from truck, planes, and trains transporting goods across the country. 
     * Minimize the number of trips you make to the market, diminishing \RXU�FDU¶V�FDUERQ�
dioxide emissions.  Consolidate your outings as well.  If you plan on shopping at a couple 
of stores, do it all in one trip.  Perhaps you can even offer to pick up any items needed by 
\RXU�QHLJKERU�ZKLOH�\RX¶UH�RXW��VDYLQJ�WKHP�IURP�WDNLQg out their vehicle. 
     * Check the tire pressure on your car, especially in cold weather.  Properly inflated 
tires yield better gas mileage which, consequently lowers carbon emissions. 
 
At the grocery store 
     * Look for plant-based food options (having no animal sourced ingredients) like 
vegetables, beans, coarse grains, and fruits.  Consider going beef-less whenever possible 
as cows emit high levels of methane, a high contributor of greenhouse gases, in digesting 
their food. 
     * Focus on fair-trade certified items that emphasize minimal environmental harm in 
growing food products and stress ethical treatment and compensation for farmers.  For 
instance, global warming has forced coffee growers to seek the cooler temperatures of 
higher mountainous grounds leading, in turn, to increasing deforestation and less carbon 
dioxide absorption by trees.  A similar story holds true for those tasty avocados we enjoy.  
It takes approximately 84 gallons of water to produce one avocado, once again pushing 
farmers to expand croplands through deforestation. 
     * Avoid purchasing plastic-encased items such as water bottles or using store provided 
plastic bags at the checkout counter.  Plastic, whether being made or disposed of, releases 
significant amounts of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.  Instead bring your own 
reusable shopping bags to carry out your purchases. 
 
Back home again 
     �&KHFN�\RXU�UHIULJHUDWRU�WHPSHUDWXUH�VHWWLQJ�DV�\RX¶UH�SXWWLQJ�IRRG�DZD\���0DLQWDLQ�
the temperature at 40 degrees Fahrenheit or below to keep foods fresh. 
     * Compost whatever you end up not using.  Composting reduces the amount of 
greenhouse gases being emitted into the environment. 
     �$QG�RQH�PRUH�WKLQJ��SHUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�RI�DOO���'RQ¶W�ORVH�KRSH�WKDW�\RX�
can and are making a difference in fighting the climate crisis.  It begins with each of us 
doing what we can, even in the simple things that occupy our time like going to the grocery 
store. 
 
Wayne Moritz 
Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit 
Emmaus, PA  



Book Reviews 
 
As an active early childhood educator, it was a blessing to gather a bountiful collection of 
some RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�FKLOGUHQ¶V�ERRNV�DURXQG��7KHVH�ZULWHUV�DQG illustrators find ways to 
speak not only to the children of their target audience, but sometimes most especially to 
the adult reading the book. Now in retirement with time to read more adult literature, I 
still find myself very moved by the gifts RIIHUHG�E\�WKH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�DXWKRUV�DQG�LOOXVWUDWRUV� 
 
Letting Swift River Go  
 Jane Yolen (Illustrator) and Barbara Cooney, 1992 
 
$� \RXQJ� JLUO¶V� DFFRXQW� RI� ZDWFKLQJ� WKH� PDFKLQDWLRQV�
necessary to flood their beloved communities in order to 
create a reservoir for the city of Boston. 
 
 
The Raft  
  
Jim Lamarche, 
  2000 

An urban boy spends the summer with his 
grandmother (with resistance) at her 
cabin by a river. Without television, 
nature draws him closer and closer as he 
discovers his artistic skills and ability to 
FDUH�IRU�*RG¶V�FUHDWXUHV� 

 
Pond  
 Jim Lamarche, 2016 
 
Three children discover that the local dumping 
ground, called the Pit, is really the depression 
for a pond. They unblock it, remove the trash, 
and are welcomed into a world previously 
unknown to them as nature is restored bit by 
bit. They spend most of their days, and some of 
their evenings there, bringing along their 
individual hobbies, creating a home away from 
home. 
 
All three of the above works are full of wisdom, wistfully provoking thoughtful reflection 
and appreciation for the gifts of water. The illustrations speak as powerfully as the words 
of the joy of spending whole days out-of-doors, and the absolute need to protect and 
restore our water systems. While I am sure these books would be available in any library, 
P\�FRSLHV�DUH�DW�6DLQW�3DXOV¶�2UZLJVEXUJ� and if you visit, please come and see! 
 
En Cristo,. 
Sue Reier 
  



Notable Places:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The mission of Red Creek Wildlife Center, in Schuylkill Haven, is to ³offer a 
second chance to distressed Pennsylvania wildlife through rescue and 
rehabilitation, public education, and by providing training for wildlife 
rehabilitators.´ 
 
That¶s a big mission, given the amount of wildlife in our state, especially as 
the center is is recovering from a fire in December of 2022 which destroyed 
one of their buildings (the main clinic).  However, due to an outpouring of 
support, they have begun rebuilding and are reopening this month.   There 
will be ways to support the center in the coming months, including 
fundraisers, which you can find more information on at their website,  
 
 https://redcreekwildlifecenter.com/  
 
In operation since 1991, the center has taken in over 4,000 animals per year, 
from small to large; offers summer internships; has published books and 
pamphlets on how (and whether) to care for found animals, in addition to 
having detailed instructions on their website; and offers programs for 
education on Pennsylvania wildlife, particularly birds. 
 
Although they do not allow visits to the center ± with the appropriate goal of 
keeping wild animals wild ± it¶s good to know that this important agency is a 
part of our local community in NEPA.  Please consider supporting their work! 
 
  

https://redcreekwildlifecenter.com/


Advocacy/Action: 
 
Plant a tree! 
 
Pennsylvania Interfaith Power & Light (PA-IPL) and the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation (CBF) are offering FREE native trees and shrubs for Spring 2023. 
 
These trees can be planted  

x in your own yard 
x in nearby park or Rails to Trails 
x at your congregation, your school, your local library 

 
This act of hope, faith, and healing will contribute to sequestration of the 
excess carbon dioxide in our atmosphere that is changing our global weather. 
It can help clean the befouled air that we humans have created that is making 
the most vulnerable amongst us sick. Planting native trees can clean up our 
waterways, beautify our world, and return native plants, that are becoming 
more scarce, to the food chain that supports native insects, birds and all 
creatures. 
 
A few notes about the ordering process: 

x You should order your trees as soon as possible to allow for efficient ordering. 
Trees (along with tubes and stakes if you request them) will be available at your 
selected pick-up location towards the end of March. You will be notified when they 
have arrived. 

x Trees are distributed through a priority county system, which means you may or 
may not receive the specific plants you order. You will be notified if your order needs 
to be adjusted. 

x You are welcome to order as many or as few as you wish, placing a separate 
order for each planting location. The order form lists each of the species. You are 
responsible to ensure you have permission to plant at your location of choice. 

x If you need help in being sure the plants you order will fit your planting site, please 
visit the native plant information website, Morton Arboretum, which has 
great pictures of the plants. If you click all the links on the home page for each 
native tree or shrub, you'll find useful information on where the plant will best thrive, 
what light conditions it needs, how big it gets and whether you need more than one 
plant to create seeds. 

x You will receive a copy of your order to your selected email address.  
 
 
 
Order your native trees here! 

 
  

https://default.salsalabs.org/Tebe85590-8079-465c-8a20-55d8fa2ab9e2/cca05554-9439-42be-9fe8-8183ae51da42
https://default.salsalabs.org/T77feda48-812c-4ec6-8b42-cccb90469346/cca05554-9439-42be-9fe8-8183ae51da42
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https://default.salsalabs.org/T6b9a0586-8323-416f-9365-71279d2a65f8/cca05554-9439-42be-9fe8-8183ae51da42


Inspiration: Behold the Snowflake 
 Reflections from Pastor Inge Williams, Winter 2023 
 
³)URP�DV� IDU�EDFN�DV� ,� FDQ� UHPHPEHU�� ,�KDG� WKLV�QRWLRQ�RI�SODQWV�DV� FRPSDQLRQV�DQG�
teachers, neighbors and friends. [But] As an aspiring botany major, I was pressured to 
adopt the scientific worldview; to conceive of these living beings as mere objects; to ask 
QRW�µ:KR�DUH�\RX"¶�EXW��³+RZ�GRHV�WKLV�ZRUN"´ 
 
Later in my career, I was invited to sit among indigenous knowledge holders who 
understood plants as beings with their own songs and sensibilities. In their presence, and 
LQ� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI� WKH�SODQWV� WKHPVHOYHV�� ,�ZRNH� IURP� WKH�VOHHS� ,¶G� IDOOHQ� LQWR�� ,�ZDV�
UHPLQGHG�RI�ZKDW�,¶G�DOZD\V�NQown in my core: that my primary relationship with plants 
was one of apprenticeship. ,¶P� OHDUQLQJ from plants, as opposed to only 
learning about them.´ 
   
 Robin Wall Kimmerer, Interview with Sun Magazine, April 2016 
 
³%HKROG�WKH�ELUGV�RI�WKH�DLU«�&RQVLGHU�WKH�OLOLHV�RI�WKH�ILHOG�´�- Jesus of Nazareth  
 (Matthew 6:26, 28) 
 
$�IULHQG�RI�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�UHFHQWO\�JLIWHG�PH�WKH�ERRN�³7KH�)RUHVW�8QVHHQ��$�<HDU¶V�
:DWFK� LQ� 1DWXUH´� E\� 'DYLG� *HRUJH� +DVNHOO�� 7KH� SUHPLVH� RI� WKH� ERRN� LV� WKH� DXWKRU¶V�
observation of a three IRRW�FLUFOH�LQ�WKH�ZRRGV�RI�7HQQHVVHH�RYHU�D�\HDU¶V�WLPH��+H�FDOOV�LW�
his mandala, borrowing from the Buddhist practice of meditative, geometric, evanescent 
art. Haskell is both scientist and poet: gazing deeply into the lives of the creatures he 
finds theUH�� ,Q� WKH� FKXUFK�� ZH� ZRXOG� FDOO� KLV� HIIRUWV� ³FRQWHPSODWLRQ�´� ,Q� IDFW�� -HVXV¶�
DGPRQLWLRQ�WR�³FRQVLGHU´�WKH�OLOLHV�FRPHV�IURP�WZR�*UHHN�ZRUGV��.$7$��GRZQ��DJDLQVW��
LQWR����0$7+(7(��µWR�OHDUQ¶�DQG�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�RXU�ZRUG�GLVFLSOH���+DVNHO�OHDUQV�E\�HQWHULQJ�
into the landscape with regularity and precise attention. 
 
His brief chapter on the snowflake has stuck with me. He draws on the musings of 
Johannes Kepler, the famed astronomer, who in 1611 took a break from charting the 
movements of the planets to write aQ�HVVD\�HQWLWOHG�³7KH�6L[-&RUQHUHG�6QRZIODNH�´�³7KHUH�
must be some definite cause why, whenever snow begins to fall, its initial formations 
invariably display the shape of a six-VLGHG�VWDUOHW�´�.HSOHU�SRQGHUHG��+LV�HVVD\�LV�D�NLQG�
of scientific meditation- poetic and even theological. In addition to astronomy, Kepler 
studied theology at the University of Tübingen. The culture of science at the time did not 
VHSDUDWH�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�VFLHQWLILF� LQTXLU\� LQWR�QHDWO\�GLYLGHG�FDWHJRULHV�� ,QVWHDG��³VFLHQFH�
considered LWVHOI�RQH�PRUH�ZD\�RI�PDUYHOLQJ�DW�WKH�XQLYHUVH�´ 
 
Kepler never actually presents a scientific explanation for the six-cornered snowflake. He 
lands by pointing to the Creator, whose DNA produces patterns we can appreciate but not 
QHFHVVDULO\�H[SODLQ��³,�Eelieve that the cause behind the six-cornered snowflake is no other 
than the one responsible for the regular shapes and the constant numbers that appear in 
SODQWV�´�KH�ZULWHV��³,�FDQQRW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLV�RUGHUHG�VKDSH�LV�SUHVHQW�E\�FKDQFH�´�+LV�
conclusion echoes the final chapters of the book of Job, when God heaps on the poor 
PRUWDO�D�EDUUDJH�RI�HFRORJLFDO�P\VWHULHV�RQO\�WKHLU�0RWKHU�FRXOG�WDNH�FUHGLW�IRU��³)URP�
ZKRVH�ZRPE�GLG�WKH�LFH�FRPH�IRUWK��DQG�ZKR�KDV�JLYHQ�ELUWK�WR�WKH�KRDUIURVW�RI�KHDYHQ"´�
(Job 38:29) 



'DYLG�*HRUJH�+DVNHOO�H[SODLQV�WKDW�.HSOHU¶V�UHIOHFWLRQV�SURPSWHG�IXUWKHU�VFLHQWLILF�VWXG\��
and the hexagonal shape was only elucidated once atoms found their place in scientific 
WKHRU\�� WKH� VQRZIODNH¶V� JHRPHWU\� LV� D� GLUHFW� H[SUHVVLRQ� RI� WKH�PROHFXODU� VWUucture of 
ZDWHU��$WRPV�DUH�RQO\�YLVLEOH�DW�D�VFDOH�³RQH�PLOOLRQ�ELOOLRQ�WLPHV�VPDOOHU´�WKDQ�QRUPDO�
human life, but through the use of X-UD\� WHFKQRORJ\�� VFLHQWLVWV� KDYH� GLVFRYHUHG� ³2QH�
R[\JHQ� DWRP� WHWKHUHG� WR� WZR� UHVWOHVV� K\GURJHQ� DWRPV«� +H[DJRQDO� ULQJV� RI� water 
molecules build on one another, repeating the six-sided rhythm over and over, magnifying 
WKH�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI�R[\JHQ�DWRPV�WR�D�VFDOH�YLVLEOH�WR�KXPDQ�H\HV�´�+DVNHOO�FRQFOXGHV�KLV�
UHIOHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�VQRZIODNH�ZLWK�WKHVH�ZRUGV��³,�H[DPLQH�DJDLQ�WKH�JODVsy stars on my 
fingertips. Thanks to Kepler and those who followed him, I see not just snowflakes but 
VFXOSWXUHV�RI�DWRPV«�7KH�IRUP�RI�WKH�VL[-sided ice crystals gives a direct view of what 
VKRXOG�EH�LQYLVLEOH��WKH�JHRPHWU\�RI�DWRPV�´ 
 
Another guide into the contemplation of snowflakes is Wilson Bentley, the Vermont farmer 
who in the early twentieth century first documented the phenomenon that no two 
snowflakes are alike. As a young man, Bentley labored to attach his camera to a 
microscope and then spent long hours in his cold woodshed pressing snowflakes to 
PLFURVFRSH�VOLGHV�ZLWK�D�WXUNH\�IHDWKHU��+H�SKRWRJUDSKHG�PRUH�WKDQ�������RI�WKHVH�³LFH�
IORZHUV´� DQG� QHYHU� IRXQG� D� VLQJOH� GXSOLFDWH�� ³8QGHU� WKH� PLFURVFRSH�� ,� IRXQG� WKDW�
snowflakes were miracles of beauty; and it seemed a shame that this beauty should not 
be seen and appreciated by others. Every crystal was a masterpiece of design, and no one 
design was ever repeated. When a snowflake melted, that design was forever lost. Just 
that much beauty was gone, witKRXW�OHDYLQJ�DQ\�UHFRUG�EHKLQG�´�0DQ\�RI�KLV�SKRWRJUDSKV�
are now part of the Smithsonian Institution Archives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We live in an era with unprecedented scientific tools. How do humans use them not just 
WR�H[SODLQ��EXW�WR�PDUYHO"�$V�SHRSOH�RI�IDLWK��ZH�µEHKROG¶�DQG�µFRQVLGHU¶�QRW�RQO\�EHFDXVH�
*RG¶V�ZRUOG�LV�VR�EHDXWLIXO��EXW�EHFDXVH�*RG�VSHDNV�WR�XV�LQ�RXU�FRQWHPSODWLRQ� 
 



Jesus invites his listeners to behold the birds and consider the lilies as a way to deepen 
our relationship with God the ultimate gift-giver. The birds and flowers become our guides 
in living less anxious, more trusting lives. The snowflake is even more ephemeral than the 
ELUGV�RU�WKH�JUDVVHV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�RXU�ZDUPLQJ�ZRUOG��³DQG�\HW�RXU�KHDYHQO\�)DWKHU�PDGH�
WKHP�DUWLVWLF�PDVWHUSLHFHV�´�-HVXV VHHPV�WR�EH�VD\LQJ��³$UH�\RX�QRW�DOVR�EHORYHG"´ 
 
Bibliography: 
 
7KH�)RUHVW�8QVHHQ��$�<HDU¶V�:DWFK�LQ�1DWXUH��'DYLG�*HRUJH�+DVNHOO������� 
 
https://kenyonreview.org/kr-online-issue/2011-
summer/selections/kepler%E2%80%99s-snowflake/ 
 
https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2022/12/weather/wilson-snowflake-bentley-
cnnphotos/ 
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In Conclusion  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

details to follow on this project! 
if you have questions or would like to donate seeds or plants, 
please contact Kristen Weiner at kristenjweiner@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7KDQNV�IRU�UHDGLQJ���,I�\RX¶UH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�EHLQJ�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�V\QRG¶V�*UHHQ�7HDP��SOHDVH�
see our page on the synod website at www.nepasynod.org/green-team. 

mailto:kristenjweiner@gmail.com
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