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Welcome to our newsletter! 
 

We present to you this collection of SUD\HUV��WLSV�DQG�LGHDV�RQ�FDULQJ�IRU�*RG¶s creation, 
book reviews, news about and from notable places within the synod, advocacy 
opportunities, and inspirational stories of good work being done on our territory.   
 
Any questions or comments on this newsletter would be appreciated ± please send them 
to pwmetzloff@gmail.com.   
 
Please feel free to share this with anyone who would be interested! 
  

mailto:pwmetzloff@gmail.com


A Prayer for Fall in Pennsylvania 
 by Pastor Carl D. Shankweiler 
 
 
 Colors!  Thank you, God for the variety of colors that enrich our 
world.  Here with us in Pennsylvania the same scene can be white, green, 
brown, or²now that fall is here²yellow, orange, and red.  Add above a blue 
sky with white clouds²or perhaps even a pastel sunset of purple, pink, or 
gold²and the natural world strikes us as incredible when we take time to 
YLHZ�LW�ZLWK�DQ�DUWLVW¶V�H\H� 
 
 :LWK�IDOO¶V�FRORUV�DQG�WKH�FULVSQHVV�LQ�WKH�DLU��QR�ZRQGHU�IDOO�LV�D�IDYRULWH�
time for many of us.  Add in the harvesting of various crops (from small, 
cream-colored soybeans to large, orange pumpkins); the excitement of 
returning to school; and the comfort of Thanksgiving Day²fall can seem like 
a perfect time.  Thank you! 
 
 But God, we also see in fall your lesson that life is transitory.  The 
colored leaves are destined to fall in weeks, not months, adding to our sense 
that time is passing quickly.  Experience informs us that the crisp air will soon 
give way to threatening cold²we must prepare for ourselves and for others 
who will lack shelter!  7KH�KDUYHVWV¶�ERXQW\�LV�WHPSHUHG�E\�DQ�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�
little new food will grow for months to come.   
 
 So help us, Dear God, to learn from fall the need to prepare²and to 
prepare not simply for warmth and food for the coming months, but also for 
the end of this life and the promised new life through Jesus, the time of your 
Great Harvest. 
 
 But while we still experience this incredible life on earth, always help us 
to notice, enjoy, and appreciate the colors!   
 
 Amen! 
 
  



Green Tips 
 
As things begin to cool off, here are some environmental tips for the Fall: 
 
For outside: the leaves are falling . . . and we moan about raking and disposing, 
deadheading spent flowers, and on and on. I would like to suggest we all shift our frames 
of reference (just for a moment!) and check out what our Great Creator might have had 
in mind.... 
 

���:H�DUH�D�SHUIHFWLRQ�GULYHQ�VRFLHW\��:H¶UH�JURRPHG�DQG�PDQLFXUHG� scripted and 
sanitized to death! I believe God wants wellness for us, and we could reduce some of 
our stress right here. 
2. If you leave your dried flower blossoms gone to seed on their stems, the birds will 
have a café when the snow gets high. (#1 chore down) 
3. As your leaves fall, they do many wonderful things, without our assistance: Slightly 
curled leaves fill with rainwater and become thirst quenching stations for the smaller 
creatures. Tightly curled leaves carry eggs and/or larvae safely to the ground (think of 
the song Rock a bye Baby) where they either hang out for the season, or crawl into the 
earth to mature in the VSULQJ����DQG�SURYLGH�QRXULVKPHQW�IRU�WKH�ELUGV��VR�SOHDVH�GRQ¶W�
chew them up with your mower! (#2 chore down) A rake can clear your lawn if you 
wish, putting a blanket of leaves under the trees and helping our cardio. 
4. These same leaves, left to themselves, are a better mulch than what we could buy 
in the store. (#3 chore down and a big cash savings beside!) And then if you really 
need to feel groomed, you can mow in the spring when the grass gets too high. 
 

In sum ± leave the leaves!! 
 
For inside: many of us will be shifting over, in both our homes and our church buildings, 
from cooling to heating (though we can hope the time where we need neither is long!).   
 
,W¶V�DOZD\V�D�JRRG�LGHD�WR�FKHFN�RYHU�V\VWHPV�WKDW�KDYHQ¶W�EHHQ�XVHG�LQ�PRQWKV��LQFOXGLQJ�
changing filters, cleaning vents and ducts, and making sure that thermostats are set 
SURSHUO\��LW¶V�IUXVWUDWLQJ�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�\RX¶YH�EHHQ�KHDWLQJ�D�KXJH�VDQFWXDU\�WKDW¶V�EHHQ�
empty if a thermostat is mistakenly turned up ± DQG�WKDW¶V�UHDO�PRQH\�ZDVWHG��WRR���� 
 
Do your best to be familiar with how your systems work (many churches have byzantine 
systems cobbled together over many different years and building phases), and make sure 
that your sextons and property folks know them as well.  



Book Reviews 
 
The Nature of Oaks - Doug Tallamy 
 
 ³:KDW� &DQ� 2QH� /LWWOH� 3HUVRQ� 'R"´� LV� WKH� WLWOH� RI� D� VRQJ� NQRZQ� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�
&KLOGUHQ¶V� 0XVLF Network for pinpointing the effects just one person can have in 
society...our ripple effects can be monumental! So too, can the attributes of one tree, 
especially the species oak.  
 
 In his book 1DWXUH¶V�%HVW�+RSH (reviewed by Paul Metzloff in the second issue of the 
Green Team newsletter), the idea of private property owners converting their yards to 
areas which EHWWHU�VXSSRUW�ZLOGOLIH�LV�OLNHQHG�WR�KDYLQJ�D�³KRPHJURZQ�QDWLRQDO�SDUN´��DQG�
the more individuals who do so, the more effective it is. 
 
 In this book, Doug Tallamy takes us month by month through a year of observing 
various stages of oak activity. Because it is indigenous, through the eons it has developed 
relationships with every lifeform in its niche. All oaks began millions of years ago in what 
was then Southeast Asia and spread around the globe; the USA features about 90 of the 
600 species of oak. Jays (including our blue jay), evolved along with the oak, with just 
the right beak to pry open acorns.  Perhaps the most mind shattering is the number of 
larvae species the oak supports: 511 (more or less)! These are the larvae which bring 
about native butterflies and moths, BUT also serve as the baby food (loaded with protein) 
for treasured songbirds, which have had a serious hit to their population. An amazing 
recent discovery is that some caterpillars live through the winter by adhering themselves 
KDOI�JURZQ�LQ�RQO\�WKHLU��UG�RU��WK�PROW��µLQVWDU¶�VWDJHV��WR�D�WUHH�EUDQFK� using their own 
body glycerin to prevent freezing. Here is winter food aplenty for birds! 
 
Other important points about oak trees: 
 
KEYSTONE SPECIES: These are flora or fauna which are 
vital to a high percentage of other species in that habitat. 
If the keystone species becomes absent from that area, the 
food web would collapse.  Oaks are a keystone species. 
 
HOST PLANT SPECIALIZATION: Each insect can only 
complete larval development on plants from 3 families at 
the most, which works out to about 1% of available plants. 
They cannot use others, as they have evolved ways to deal 
with the chemicals in their plant of choice. Other plants 
would be toxic to them.  Many insects (511!) can use oaks. 
 
0D\EH�ZH�FDQQRW�IL[�DOO�RXU�SODQHW¶V�LVVXHV��EXW�D�FRXSOH�
of oaks in your territory would be a great start! 
 
en Cristo, 
 
Sue Reier 
 
 



Finding the Mother Tree - Suzanne Simard  
 
 ,Q�0D\�������IRUHVW�HFRORJLVW�6X]DQQH�6LPDUG�UHOHDVHG�KHU�ERRN�³)LQGLQJ�WKH�0RWKHU�
7UHH��'LVFRYHULQJ�WKH�:LVGRP�RI�WKH�)RUHVW�´�6KH�QDUUDWHV�KHU�VFLHQWLILF�GLVFRYHULHV�LQ�DQ�
DXWRELRJUDSKLFDO� IDVKLRQ��ZHDYLQJ�WRJHWKHU�KHU� IDPLO\¶V�VWRU\�DQG� Oife experiences with 
her pioneering research on the underground mycorrhizal networks that connect trees. 
Mycorrhizal fungi act as a kind of neural and social network through which trees share 
wisdom in their DNA about surviving flood, drought, insect infestations, etc. They also 
distribute energy-ULFK�FDUERQ�WKURXJK�WKHVH�QHWZRUNV��HYHQ�DFURVV�VSHFLHV��DQG�³PRWKHU�
WUHHV´�QXUWXUH�WKHLU�\RXQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�H[FHVV�UHVRXUFHV��WKH�ZD\�KXPDQ�SDUHQWV�LQYHVW�LQ�
their children. Her findings have challenged some common forestry practices, including 
WKH� FXOOLQJ� RI� ³ZHHG� WUHHV�´� WKH� SUDFWLFH� RI� FOHDU� FXWWLQJ�� DQG� SODQWLQJ� UHSODFHPHQW�
seedlings without mycorrhizal-laden soil. 
 
 I finished the book in June 2021, shortly before the Parable of the Mustard Seed 
came around in the Lectionary. Professor Karoline Lewis pointed out on Sermon Brainwave 
WKDW�WKH�SDUDEOH�PD\�EH�EHWWHU�WLWOHG��³7KH�SDUDEOH�RI�WKH�IHUWLOH�VRLO�´�VLQFH�*RG¶V�Dctivity 
LV� UHDOO\� FRPSDUHG� WR� WKH� P\VWHU\� RI� WKH� VRLO¶V� DELOLW\� WR� SURGXFH� ZLWKRXW� KXPDQ�
intervention. In her book, Suzanne Simard illumines some of this mystery. Also in the 
/HFWLRQDU\�WKDW�6XQGD\�ZHUH�(]HNLHO¶V�ULJKWHRXV�FHGDUV�ZKR�KRVW�WKH�ELUGV�RI�WKH�air in 
WKHLU�EUDQFKHV��$V�\RX�PD\�KDYH�OHDUQHG�IURP�6XH¶V�ERRN�UHYLHZ�RI�'RXJ�7DOODP\¶V�Nature 
of Oaks (above), trees support ecosystems by hosting bugs who eat their leaves and thus 
birds who eat the bugs. Native trees like oaks host up to 450 species of caterpillars, 
therefore greatly increasing biodiversity. 
 
$V�6X]DQQH�6LPDUG¶V�ZRUN�DQG�WKHVH�%LEOLFDO�LPDJHV�FRQYHUVHG�LQ�P\�PLQG��,�IHOW�WKHUH�
were some important take-aways for the church: 
 
1. The way mother trees function to support their young is not unlike the principles laid 
out in Growing Young. Churches are often places rich in elders, who have wisdom to share 
and stories to be heard, and who also gain purpose by investing their resources in the 
QH[W� JHQHUDWLRQ�� ³)LQGLQJ� WKH� 0RWKHU� 7UHH´� UHPLQGV� XV� that inter-generational 
relationships are essential for life in community, while also keeping the church mission-
focused on fledgling generations. 
 
2. Mycorrhizal networks sustain forests through communication, cooperation, and a 
sharing of resources. Church ecosystems also thrive through these relationship networks, 
DV�ZH�NQRZ�IURP�)DPLO\�6\VWHPV�WKHRU\��³3LOODUV�RI�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ´�RIWHQ�IXQFWLRQ�OLNH�
the righteous cedars - ³PRWKHU� WUHHV´� ZKR� DUH� KLJKO\� FRQQHFWHG� DQG� FDQ� VXSSRUW� DQ�
ecosystem of healthy relationships. This relational work is even more important as culture 
shifts and strong social bonds before entering the doors of the church cannot be assumed. 
 
��� 6X]DQQH� 6LPDUG¶V� ERRN� JDYH�PH� D� YLVLRQ� RI� D� FKXUFK� WKDW� LV�ZHOO� VXVWDLQHG� E\� LWV�
underground relationship networks and shares generously of its resources with other trees 
in the forest and in the hospitality it offers as hub of the ecosystem. This pairs well with 
the hymn in our new hymnal supplement All Creation Sings, Que esta iglesia sea un árbol 
�0D\�WKLV�&KXUFK�%H�/LNH�D�7UHH���3DEOR�6RVD¶V�JRUJHRXV�K\PQ�SUD\V�WKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�PD\�
stay rooted in its underground resources (the living water of God) while offering hospitality 
to its neighborhood and bearing fruits of justice and compassion: 



Que_esta iglesia también sea como un árbol de la plaza, 
nido de pájaros libres y refugio del que pasa; 
y que sea como_el árbol de la_esquina de mi casa, 
que me ve llegar de lejos e_imagino que me_abraza 
 
Árbol plantado junto_a las aguas 
de vida_eterna de nuestro Dios. 
 
May this church be like a tree  
there in the street or in the plaza, 
for the birds a nesting-branch, 
for passersby a welcome shelter. 
May it stand as if it's watching, 
near my house, just round the corner, 
waiting for this weary pilgrim 
with its arms wide to embrace me. 
 
Tree ever growing by living water, 
running eternal, flowing from God. 
 
 
,I�\RX�SLFN�XS�WKLV�HQULFKLQJ�ERRN��,¶OO�EH�FXULRXV�ZKDW�RWKHU�SDUDOOHOV�\RX�VHH�EHWZHHQ�
her research and our life together as church. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Inge Williams 
 
  



Notable Places:  
 
Berks Nature is non-profit conservation organization that has 
been serving the Berks County community since 1974. They 
operate with goals of land preservation, water protection, trail 
management, community gardens, education programs, and 
more.  Based out of the LEED±certified Nature Place at Angelica 
Creek Park, which is a gathering place for schools, events, 
educational programs, and community needs, Berks Nature 
stewards 425 acres of leased land, owns 424 acres of preserves, 
and manages nearly 27 miles of trails. 
 
They operate a nature preschool, have a natural playground and trails on their 100+ acre 
campus, and have a summer eco-camp.  The four trail areas they directly manage are the 
1HYHUVLQN�0RXQWDLQ�3UHVHUYH��WKH�*UDYLW\�7UDLO��RQ�0W��3HQQ��QHDU�5HDGLQJ���%RE¶V�:RRGV�
at Earle Poole Sanctuary, and the Angelica Creek Trail ± all worth checking out! 
 
Their website, with trail maps, links, and all sorts of other good information is at  
 
https://berksnature.org/  
 
+HUH¶V�D�FORVHU�ORRN�DW�VRPH�RI�WKH�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�1DWXUH�3ODFH� 
  
  

https://berksnature.org/


Advocacy/Action: 
 
,W¶V�DQ�HDV\�RQH�WKLV�PRQWK��YRWH� 
 
Voting is one of the most significant things that we can do to help care for creation.  There 
are plenty of ways to cast an informed vote, as well ± RXU�OHJLVODWRUV¶�YRWLQJ�UHFRUGV�DUH�
easily accessible.  One good way to see how folks have voted at the state level is 
Conservation Voters of Pennsylvania website, which keeps an environmental scorecard on 
all state senators and representatives, as well as good summaries of the environmental 
bills they have voted on.  It can be found at  
 
https://scorecard.conservationpa.org/  
 
and has a wealth of other good information as well. 
 
At the national and state levels, the League of Conservation Voters also has a lot of useful 
GDWD��LQFOXGLQJ�HQGRUVHPHQWV��D�QDWLRQDO�VFRUHFDUG��QHZV��YLGHRV��DQG�WKH�µ'LUW\�'R]HQ¶�± 
a list of the twelve worst politicians in terms of environmental policy (a technique they 
started using in 1970, along with the first Earth Day).  Interestingly enough, there are 
two candidates for high office in Pennsylvania that are on both the national and state lists 
. . . feel free to look them up!  The Dirty Dozen is at  
 
https://www.lcv.org/dirty-dozen/  
 
and their overall scorecard is at 
 
https://scorecard.lcv.org/ 
 
So, then, inform yourself ± and vote! 
 
 
 
 
  

https://scorecard.conservationpa.org/
https://www.lcv.org/dirty-dozen/
https://scorecard.lcv.org/


Inspiration:  
  
Congregational Solar: Part 1 
 
When I came to my current call, Reformation (Reiffton) back in 2021, I had hopes of 
someday helping the congregation install solar panels on their church building ± both as 
a financial benefit and an act of faith.  Of course, as a pastor coming into a new call, this 
wasn¶t my top priority; getting to know people and functioning in the midst of the 
pandemic was.  However, over the next few months, I floated the idea at property 
meetings (with very mixed reception), and went so far as to contact a local roofing/solar 
company to get an initial estimate. 
  
That first estimate ± which would have fully supplied all of our electrical needs ± was 
extremely expensive, at about $150,000.  That¶s far more than anyone was willing to 
spend, as we also have some large capital costs (for sanctuary window replacement) 
looming in our near future.  I got another estimate for a much smaller system, around 
$50,000, but still didn¶t get the feeling that now was the time for this to happen.  However, 
one of our council members made an offhand suggestion that somebody should look 
around for a grant to help pay for a solar array. 
 
So, one afternoon when I had some spare time, I started looking for grants or other 
assistance for this sort of thing . . . and, after a couple of hours of internet searching, 
found a local organization ± the Berks County Community Foundation ± that did indeed 
work with the Med-Ed/Penelec Sustainable Energy Fund, and had funds available for 
nonprofits to invest in sustainable energy.   
 
There were a couple of months until the deadline to apply, so I mentioned all of this to 
the church council, got permission to apply, and filled out the online form.  Having served 
in the Army in a past career, I¶m used to forms, and this one was certainly less forbidding 
than mobility papers are.  Anyway, as time passed, I was called by one of the program 
officers of the foundation, who took the time to come over and talk with me and some of 
the council members and our staff; I was encouraged by his interest and positive 
comments. 
 
We were then notified that we had indeed received a grant ± a matching grant, 2-for-1, 
up to $50,000 ± which meant that if we raised $25,000 within a year, we would receive 
an additional $50,000, for a total of $75,000 for the solar project.  The council approved 
accepting the grant, and then the fundraising began . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



. . . and went well!  Interest had increased in the whole idea by this time, and I made a 
point to put out as much information, in as much detail, as I possibly could about the size 
of the proposed system, amount that would be saved, payback period, and the faith-based 
reasons for doing it.  Caring for creation, being an example, and caring for our neighbor 
by using sustainable energy were all just as much a part of the conversation as the purely 
financial and practical concerns.  Lots of questions were raised, and in addition to the 
council, the congregation as a whole (at a special congregational meeting) voted to move 
ahead with the fundraising and the project.  In the end, and because of the generosity of 
our members, we raised the money in just over a month. 
 
At this point, as we were discussing things in council, a member mentioned that we should, 
given the amount of money being spent, get more than one bid on the system and 
installer.  I wasn¶t particularly excited by this, as I was eager to get moving and wanted 
to give the contract to the company that had given us the estimates, but agreed that it 
would probably be wise.  So we formed a small committee of folks with some knowledge 
and experience with solar, and found two other companies (one local and one in 
Philadelphia) to look at our building and give us bids. 
 
And, after a couple of months of work, I have to say that it was a very good thing to have 
looked at multiple bids.  The committee (of which I was a member) looked at a whole host 
of factors, spoke in detail with all three of the companies, and it turned out that a different 
contractor was a much better fit for us and the type of system (more industrial than 
residential) that we will be needing.   
 
That brings us up to the present.  We¶ve signed the contract with the installer, received 
the grant funds (thank you, BCCF and Met-Ed Endowed Sustainable Energy Fund!), and 
hope to have the system installed and working by the end of the year or soon thereafter.  
There have been some bumps along the way (our property insurance will increase, for 
one) and I¶m sure there will be more, but so far it¶s been an exciting journey.  I¶ve learned 
a lot, and am looking forward to learning more as the process continues. 
 
To conclude for now, then, I¶d like to encourage any pastors or congregations out there 
that would be interested in this sort of thing to start ± start talking about it, start looking 
for possible assistance (there are other grant sources out there!), start hoping and 
dreaming and praying and acting.  I never would have guessed we would be where we 
are a year ago.  And if I can be of any help to you, if you have any questions or want to 
discuss the possibilities, please ± get in touch! 
 
Looking forward to writing Part 2 ±  
 
Pastor Paul Metzloff 
 
 
 
 
 
  



In Conclusion  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

details to follow on this project! 
if you have questions or would like to donate seeds or plants, 
please contact Kristen Weiner at kristenjweiner@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
7KDQNV�IRU�UHDGLQJ���,I�\RX¶UH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�EHLQJ�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�V\QRG¶V�*UHHQ�7HDP��SOHDVH�
see our page on the synod website at www.nepasynod.org/green-team. 
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