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“I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and my own know me.” (John 10:14)
“I say to you, stand up, take your mat, and go to your home.” (Mark 2:11)
Jesus speaks: we hear his voice, and we follow. Even when we are made able to hear, by mechanical
means. Even when we are blessed to move, using new and inspiring inventions. These are no less
miracles than the healing of the one born blind (John 9), or the person on the mat who’s unable to walk
(Mark 2). Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network is a partner in ministry with us, bringing technology,
compassion and faith together – by the work of the Holy Spirit – in ways that put life in motion and love
in action, for God’s children of all ages – especially youth. They truly make us: STRONGER
TOGETHER.
+ Bishop Christopher deForest

Watching your child take his or her first steps is one of the most exciting moments in a parent’s life. But
what if your child has a disability and those steps don’t come so easily, or at all? Through the years,
parents faced with this dilemma have come to Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network looking for help
and finding it. One of the rehabilitation technology stars in Good Shepherd Pediatrics’ toolbox is the
Trexo Plus. This innovative, wearable robotic gait trainer helps children with spasticity and mobility
challenges walk, perhaps for the first time. Thanks to our generous supporters, including the
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, Good Shepherd has acquired a total of six Trexo devices in small,
medium, and large sizes for children as young as 1 through their teen years. This makes Good Shepherd
the only pediatric rehabilitation provider in the U.S. to offer all three sizes for both inpatient and
outpatient rehabilitation settings. Children who benefit from using the life-changing technology are
diagnosed with cerebral palsy, pediatric stroke, spinal cord injury, gait disorders, or other mobility
problems.

The device’s brightly colored legs allow children to walk hands-free safely, correctly, and consistently, all
under the watchful eye of trained Good Shepherd staff. Trexo is one piece in an array of technology used
by Good Shepherd Pediatrics and supported by the Assistive and Rehabilitative Technology Fund.
NEPA Synod can be proud of the Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Network. Because of you, children will
be given the opportunity to exercise their brains and muscles in a new way, gaining confidence along with
mobility. Good Shepherd provides therapies and residential options unique in the US. Thank you for your
faithful, generous, and consistent giving to Mission Support! It makes a difference as we endeavor to live
out that mission.
For more information, visit GoodShepherdPediatrics.org.
Story Contributor: Kimberly Stolarik, Interim Administrative Director, Development
Helping Children Through Technology

SYNOD ASSEMBLY REWIND

What happened at synod assembly?!?
The Reverend Kimberly Vaughn, Senior Director, Christian Community and Leadership
Mission for the ELCA was the churchwide representative to our synod assembly. Rev. Vaughn
enlivened the assembly with her words and brought greetings from the wider church. This
representation reminds us that we are a church in three expressions: congregations, synods,
and churchwide. These expressions work together to gather God's people and mobilize them
to love and serve the world through mission and outreach.
This year's assembly was once again held virtually. We're getting "good" at holding virtual
assemblies, but we simply cannot wait to gather in person. Next year, we'll be gathering at
Kalahari in the Poconos, and we'll be wondering about how our synod and congregations are
going beyond death to life. This is the "third lane" in our synod focus. Remember we've been
talking about lane one, "Growing young" and lane two, this year's theme, "Gaining
Strength/Stronger Together" These vital signs help us understand who we are as God's people
and how we might best show up in our contexts.
This year some great resolutions were brought before the assembly. Some of these
resolutions will be considered and acted upon by the synod council. The synod council is an
important body within the synod. If you'd like to read the resolutions visit
godslove.org/assembly in addition to resolutions you can view all the great videos from the
assembly where churches and other groups showed their faith in action through ministries that
highlighted our theme of being stronger together, growing young videos that look at fun
scenarios to help individuals and congregations understand what it means to grow young,
greetings from our ministry partners, and EVERY plenary is available for your viewing pleasure.
We had such an engaging time wondering what God was up to in our midst, especially in
places where we're working together for the sake of God's Kingdom, here and now!

