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AGdagd Mi ssion Memoso are a collection
congregationatouncik or other leadership groupBhe stories being shared are
about how Gemydone imtlerwkrld th®ugh our mission support
giving in our synod and through the ELCA.

Pastos Michael Ware and Brandon Heavener, members of the sytevdardship
andMission Support Table, suggested that the use of stories with scripture and
discussion could prade the church leadership team with more insights into the
work of the church. There are current and archived storiebdiratbeen

incorporated with the scripture and discussion provided by Michael and Brandon.

These stories are used by Mission Integneto help congregations understand

how their mission support giving is making a difference in the life of others.

You can find out more about the Mission Interpretation Ministry and the resources
availableon the synod website @
http://nepasynod.org/resourcesmenu/stewardship/migsierpreters/ or look for

us on our Facebook page "Mission Interpreters of NEPA Sytiogbu would like

to find out about how your conggation can have a Mission Interpreter, please
contact Georgia Suranofsiygeagiasuranofsky@hotmail.com or call her at 610
703-0638.

Thank you to Michael, Brandaand Georgia for their team work to produce this
devotional.

Servng as one body in Christ,

TheNortheagern Rennsylvam Synod Stewardship amdission Support Table

of


http://nepasynod.org/resourcesmenu/stewardship/mission-interpreters/
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Leader: As in one body we have many members,
Response: Save, who are many, are one body in Christ.

A reading from Isaiah 46:34
SListen to me, O house of Jacob,
all the remnant of the house of Israel,
who have been borne by me from your birth,
carried from the womb;
4even to your old age | am he,
even when you turn gray | will carry you.
| have made, and | will bear;
| will carry and will save.

For over 17 years, the Northeastern PA Synod has made grants available through mission support
giving, totaling more than a half million dollars. Grant applications are received by the Witness
and Service Ministry Team and awarded based on the outreaftmttieg will accomplish. The

story that follows is written by the founders and the current program director of Open Arms Senior

Connecti on. I't tells of an inspiring ministry
help others, and grant fds available to make it thrive today.
Over ten years ago a small Welcome and Outreac

Township, PA was looking for another ministry that could use their resources. The congregation
came together to modify threéxisting spaces using funds predominantly from a Transforming
Congregations grant and a Witness and Service grant, which are both mission support grant
programs and were available through the Syno
continues as a twday a week program for older adults in the greater Easton, PA community.



Realizing that the time some of them spend with us at Open Arms might be the only times during
the week that they enjoy a meal with someone, or have any human contact at ads inspo
make the program as effective and impactful as possible.

Questions for prayerful discussion:

In what way(s) does this story exemplify the biblical passage?

Identify the passion that motivated the people in the story. What passions motivate people
in your ministry setting?

0 What new idea(s) for ministry in your setting does this story inspire?

O¢ O«

L: Let us pray:

R: Gracious God, we cannot begin to know all the ways we, as your church, respond to the
needs of the world. We thank you for thegenerosity shared from across our church. Give us
strength to respond to your call to live out our faith in service to our neighbors, near and far.

I n Christdéds name we pray. Amen.

NOTES:



A Broaderand Dec—;per Perspective

Leader: As in one body we Y/amany members,
Response: So we, who are many, are one body in Christ.

A reading from Leviticus 9:33-34

33When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the*4liea.alien who
resides with you shall be to you as the citizen anmyang you shall love the alien as yourself, for
you were aliens in the land of Egypt: | am the Lord your God.

Pastor, when he leaves, will you come visit me?

That was what Raheel asked Dione Miller while she was visiting him in jail. A Pakistani exiled
in Bangkok for religious reasons, Raheel had been arrested just two days ago and had tears in his
eyes. A seminary student at Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, Miller had just started her
yearlong Horizon internship in the city when her supervisoroameced he was leaving.

Until that point, Miller wasndt sure shedd s
Wit hout hesitation she answered him, AYes, o
Working with displaced people like Raheglas a hi ghl i ght of Mi Il | er

interned with the International Church of Bangkok that year. In Pakistan, Christians like Raheel
face persecution because of their religion. Raheel came to Bangkok in search of safety, but because

of Thailands strict | aws, he was considered an il
asylum.

That Christmas, Miller came back to visit Raheel. They spent time talking about Christmas
traditions and singhouting carols to one another across the hallduehtee j ai | 6 s unusua
Anlt was this wonderfully strange, very holy m
why | 6m meant to be a pastor. o

Today Miller still keeps in touch with Raheel and others she met, many refugees, while
participaing in the Horizon internship program. Heading into her first call a year later, Miller said
she now really appreciates how much she learned from everyone she met in Bangkok. Her biggest
takeaway?



ABeing able to take a st amydwafathwherdspectag ogni :
and seeking to understand the faith of other
sai d. Ailt seems very obvious and very import
perspective had broadened andgee ned at the same ti me. O

Questions for prayerful discussion:
0 In what way(s) does this story exemplify the biblical passage?
0 How might you share this with others in your ministry setting?
0 What new idea(s) for ministry in your setting does this story ia8pi

L: Let us pray:

R: Gracious God, we cannot begin to know all the ways we, as your church, respond to the
needs of the world. We thank you for the generosity shared from across our church. Give us
strength to respond to your call to live out our faith n service to our neighbors, near and far.

I n Christés name we pray. Amen.

NOTES:



Godos Garden o Grace

et
g2

OD'S GARDEN OF GRACE

é‘@ \

" Gt Peter's Outreach to the Hungry of the Slate Belt SEE
s v elimps o

Leader: As in one body we have many members,
Response: Save, who are many, are one body in Christ.

A reading from Ruth 2:1-4, 820

Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husbandds s
Elimelech, whose name was Bo&&.nd Rut h t he Moabite said to Na&
and glean among the ears of grain, behind som
her, @Go, 18¢sheveent.dghetcame anil gleaned in the field behind the reapers. As it
happened, she came to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.
“Just then Boaz came from Bethl ehem. He sai d
answered, fAThe Lord bless you. o

Then Boaz sai d tmydaRghterhdp nofigh to gleah in anotleenfield or
leave this one, but keep close to my young worfléaep your eyes on the field that is being
reaped, and follow behind them. | have ordered the young men not to bother you. If you get thirsty,
gotothew essel s and drink from wWmhenshefdlprosyatepwitty me n
her face to the ground, and said to him, A Wh 'y
take notice of me,"BwheBoh zamn athdt yoeldvegomefor? é Al |
your mothefin-law since the death of your husband has been fully told me, and how you left your
father and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did not know Hééyre.
the Lord reward you for your deeds, amdy you have a full reward from the Lord, the God of
l srael , under whose winfbhegoshbasai doméaMawpr | r
favor in your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me and spoken kindly to your servant, even
thoughlaamn ot one of your servants. o

Y%At mealtime Boaz said to her, f@dACome here,
mor s el in the sour wine.o0o So she sat beside t
grain. She ate until she was satisfied, and sldesbme left over.



"When she got up to glean, Boaz instructed
the standing sheaves, and do not reproacH%au must also pull out some handfuls for her from
the bundles, and leave them for herto glean,anddada r ebuke her . 0o

17So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and it
was about an ephah of barlé§She picked it up and came into the town, and her matkiam
saw how much she had gleaned. Then she took ogfeevecher what was left over after she herself
had been satisfied®Her mothetin-l aw sai d to her, fAWhere did you
you worked? Blessed be the man whoinlvwwtk not i c

whom she had workedpnad s ai d, AThe name of t he man with
20Then Naomi said to her daughiarl a w, NBl essed be he by the Lo
forsaken the |iving or the dead! o

A third-generation produce farmer in Pennsylvania, James Sandt started as a boy by pitching
in on his familyods far m, moved into the manat
eventually made the dream of working for himself a reality by purctpdssown farm.

In 2011, Sandt attended a fedmy educational event hosted by ELCA World Hunger. Soon
after, he was motivated to begin a community garden.

I n coll aboration with his congregation and i
Garden & Grace with a goal of supplying fresh food to their local food banks.
A small venture by Sandt and St. Peterds Lut

became a community effort, involving and inspiring other organizations and residents. A
cortractor supplied them with a 3,0@@llon water tank for irrigation, and the fire department fills
it as often as three times a week.

The garden has almost doubled in size since its first harvest. In 2017, it yielded 15,000 pounds
of produce. Sincetheeagn si on of Godés Garden of Grace, Sa
to grow crops for food bank distribution. Last year his 120 fruit trees yielded an additional 5,000
pounds of produce, harvested by food stand owners and food bank volunteers.

Over the yars Sandt has received requests from other congregations and communities that
wanted help starting a garden. Together, six new community gardens have been started in the area.

A venture that was once subsi di zenwelyfduodeck | v by
and supported by the commdriitcyi.enfi Wa nhawvetbaveo

own soci al ministry to support us anymore, o0 S
because of the great volunteers that helpitmadk e it happen, 06 Sandt sai
them. o

Questions for prayerful discussion:

In what way(s) does this story exemplify the biblical passage?

Identify the passion that motivated the people in the story. What passions motivate people
in your ministry setting?

What is one thing you learned about ministry across the larger church (ELCA, Synodical
partnerships) from this story? How might that help influence ministry in your own setting?
How might you share this with others in your ministry set®

What new idea(s) for ministry in your setting does this story inspire?

O« O¢ O«

O¢ O«



L: Let us pray:

R: Gracious God, we cannot begin to know all the ways we, as your church, respond to the
needs of the world. We thank you for the generosity shared from across rochurch.
Give us strength to respond to your call to live out our faith in service to our
neighbors, near and far. Il n Christds name

NOTES:

10



Calledand Connectd

Leader: As in one body we have many members,
Response: Save, who are many, are one body in Christ.

A reading from 1 Thessalonians 5:128

12But we appeal to you, brothers and sistersespect those who labor among you, and have
charge of you in the Lord and admonish ybasteem them very highly in loveetause of their
work. Be at peace among yourselvE€®nd we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers,
encourage the faifitearted, help the weak, be patient with all of thé&t®ee that none of you
repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good toamather and to alt®Rejoice always!’pray
without ceasing!®give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you.

Members of St. John Lutheran Church, Dickinson, N.D., cheered when their own Kathi
Nygaard was ordainedher e i n 2015, but they werendt the
was a lifelong network of family, friends, mentors, supporters and ministries that helped shepherd
Nygaard into ministry.

AThe first time somebodsy isnaigdr ald es hsocunlodo | b ed a
who grew up attending worship and Sunday school at Zion Lutheran Church in Noonan, N.D., and
was confirmed at Grace Lutheran Church in Wildrose, N.D. It was a comment she heard over and
over while participating in otlid_utheran activities that deepened her faith.

After college Nygaard took a job as a social worker while involving herself deeply in
ongregational and synod Iife in Dickinson. E\
't just kedamé ealrearemat | was being called
But how would she manage the time and financial commitment of seminary? The answer was
the distributive learning program at Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., which enabledhwkto
on a Master of Divinity degree while living and working in Dickinson.

c
n
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Thanks to the generosity of fellow Lutherans, the ministries that had helped form Nygaard in
faith also provided financial assistance.
After graduating from Luther, Nygaard awaitbdr first call. Meanwhile in western North
Dakota, two rural congregations were being guided in the search for a new pastor and would
eventually call Nygaard.
Looking back at her journey to pastoral ministry, Nygaard is thankful the support she received.
It enabled her to answer, at last, the call that God first put on her in the first place.
ARGodods pretty persistent, no matter how many

Questions for prayerful discussion:

0 In what way(s) does thigtory exemplify the biblical passage?

0 Identify the passion that motivated the people in the story. What passions motivate people
in your ministry setting?

0 What new idea(s) for ministry in your setting does this story inspire?

L: Let us pray:

R: Gracious God, we cannot begin to know all the ways we, as your church, respond to the
needs of the world. We thank you for the generosity shared from across our church. Give us
strength to respond to your call to live out our faith in service to our neighbors, neand far.

I n Christds name we pray. Amen

NOTES:

12



Congregational Care Team
- -

Leader: As in one body we have many members,
Response: So we, who are many, are one body in Christ.

A reading from Psalm 91
You who live in the shelter of thdost High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
will say to the Lord, fAMy refuge and my fortr
my God, in whom I trust.o
3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence;
“he will cover you witthis pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
SYou will not fear the terror of the night,
or the arrow that flies by day,
®or the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
or the destruction thatastes at noonday.
A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.
8You will only look with your eyes
and see the punishment of the wicked.
Because you have made the Lord your refuge,
theMost High your dwelling place,
%no evil shall befall you,
Nno scourge come near your tent.
1For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
120n their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash yourdbagainst a stone.

13



13you will tread on the lion and the adder,
the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot.
“Those who love me, | will deliver;
| will protect those who know my name.
SWhen they call to me, | will answer them;
| will be with them in trouble,
| will rescue them and honor them.
18with long life | will satisfy them,
and show them my salvation.

The purpose of Congregationalom@idgeesto€deamm ( CCT
pastors and congregations on the value of CCT ministry and to provide training & support for
existing & new teams. Our purpose sounds simple! However, the amazing ministry stories coming
from the congregational teams are profoudd# r e i s one such storyé

Sar a, a mother of two, di dnot know how she
husband. She didnét know if she would I|ive i
Friedens Lut her an OlIeanydifered © avalkgvithengr thriouglotimsadifficulC a r e T
ti me. Julie, a member of Friedensd CCT was he
and frustrations. She offered suggestions when Sara needed them. When life challenges seemed
too big b overcome, with permission, Julie took those concerns to the team. Food insecurity
became an issue for Sara and the team was able to suggest the Oley Food Pantry. When housing
became a challenge, resources were found to provide temporary housingrardigm housing
was found. Once housing was fouindolunteers were needed for home improvements! Sara is
so grateful for the help Friedens6é CCT and co
looking forward to the day she can help others!

Thanks to the generosity of the Witness and Service team of NEPS Congregational Care Team
ministry continues to be possible!

Written by: Kathy Schaffer, Friedens Luther@iey

Questions for prayerful discussion:

0 In what way(s) does this story exemplify thiblical passage?

0 Identify the passion that motivated the people in the story. What passions motivate people
in your ministry setting?

0 What is one thing you learned about ministry across the larger church (ELCA, Synodical

partnerships) from this story? Hawight that help influence ministry in your own setting?
0 What new idea(s) for ministry in your setting does this story inspire?

L: Let us pray:

R: Gracious God, we cannot begin to know all the ways we, as your church, respond to the
needs of theworld. We thank you for the generosity shared from across our church.
Give us strength to respond to your call to live out our faith in service to our

A

neighbor s, near and f ar. Il n Christds name

NOTES:
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Faith in Nature

Leader: As irone body we have many members,
Response: So we, who are many, are one body in Christ.

A reading from Psalm 95:17
1 O come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2 Let us come into his presence with thankisgjy
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3 For the LORD is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
5 The sea is his, for he made it,
and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
6 O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
7 For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.

Visit New Life Lutheran Churcmi Dr i ppi ng Springs, Texas,
by friendly faces as well as three giant, centiyoak trees that frame their worship sgatiee
great outdoors.

15




Al 't hough some might describe New Lifeds venue
says this outdoor worshiping community is actually a return to ancient times when everyone
worshiped outside. The central Texas climate makes outdoor worshiblpossarly yearound,

but New Life also has a | arge event tent and

How did the new congregation land on worshiping outside? In 2010, the ELCA Mission
Investment Fund purchased 12 acres of land and wds@at for New Life until members had
enough money to erect a building on the site.

After a few years of using a rental property, the congregation decided that they had fallen in love

with the | and and didnét newd to wait to have
Al can only credit the Holy Spirit that [our
was to reach out to people with the good news
|l i ke the one we came from, 0 Retzlaff said.

Without having ¢ worry about constructing and maintaining a building, the congregation has
more energy to focus on outreach, including its regular commseityce Sundays, which have
found members cleaning up a portion of a highway and pausing for communion at the site
make their work part of the liturgy.

Questions for prayerful discussion:

A In what way(s) does this story exemplify the biblical passage?
A What new idea(s) for ministry in your setting does this story inspire?
A How might you share this with othersyour ministry setting?

L: Let us pray:

R: Gracious God, we cannot begin to know all the ways we, as your church, respond to the
needs of the world. We thank you for the generosity shared from across our church. Give
us strength to respond to your call ¢ live out our faith in service to our neighbors, near and
far. I n Christdéds name we pray. Amen

NOTES:

16



ST <
Leader: As in one body we have many members,
Response: Save, who are many, are one body in Christ.

A reading from Philippians 4:4-13
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoiéeet your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is neatDo not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to‘@nd.the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatejtestjsvhatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these thingéeep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in nmel thhe God of peace will be with you.
10 rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed,
you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to shdWibt that | am referring to being
in need; for | have leardeto be content with whatever | havd. know what it is to have little,
and | know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances | have learned the secret of being
well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in nEedan doall things through
him who strengthens m&In any case, it was kind of you to share my distress.

For the past ten years, Historic Trinity Lutheran Church in downtown Reading, PA hosts eight
monthly meetings a year for a mental health support grougcall@ | Cand. The group
adults with cognitive disabilities, addiction, or mental health challenges. For this ministry, Trinity
Church partners with the Greater Reading Mental Health Alliance. Some Alliance coordinators
attend each meeting. Tlgeoup has grown from about ten people per month to an average of 70
adults.

A | Cano gat herings ar e opportunities for
nourishment.Community Outredt Coordinator, Dee Horst heads a team of volunteers who lead
the groupdbés activities. Members and staff f

prepare and serve a homemade hot lunch, and call Bingo games. Periodically a representative from
local health services, community agencies and job placementdome to share information.

17



Connecting members to beneficial nearby services enriches their lives and spreads the benefits of
the ministry beyond Trinityods wall s.

The nl Cano ministry serves the body, mi nd
cognitive disabilities, or addiction. Church staff and members volunteer together, united in this
holy purpose to minister to those in need and extend love in the name of Jesus. The Holy Spirit
has guided us to Gododés worsky. with our hands 1in

Written by: Rachel Gambone and Dee Horst, members Of Trinity Lutheran

Questions for prayerful discussion:

0 In what way(s) does this story exemplify the biblical passage?

0 Identify the passion that motivated the people in the story. YAssions motivate people
in your ministry setting?

0 What new idea(s) for ministry in your setting does this story inspire?

L: Let us pray:

R: Gracious God, we cannot begin to know all the ways we, as your church, respond to the
needs of the world. We thankyou for the generosity shared from across our church.
Give us strength to respond to your call to live out our faith in service to our

A

neighbors, near and far. I n Christods name

NOTES:
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Open Space, Open Arms

Leader: As in onbody we have many members,
Response: So we, who are many, are one body in Christ.

A reading from Romans 15:17

1We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves.
2Each of us must please our neighbor for the gwdose of building up the neighbor. 3For Christ

did not please himself; but, as it is written,
4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness
andby the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus,
6s0 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Fatlwer Lord Jesus Christ.

7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

There aren6ét many ELCA congregations with a g
but thatds | ust wBaatista, fuesom Ariz.sasked for 8hemthey agreed to
host a live graffiti art show for Open Space, a new ELCA congregation in Tucson.

AOpen Space is a smal/l group, but about hal f
ones at t bHammar, Opem iISphce Lmassion developer and pastor of Lord of Grace
Lutheran in Tucson.

Open Space started in 2013 and since then members have organized two graffiti shows in
partnership with other ELCA congregations in Tucson to spread the word aboutithisiry.

Citizen Klown, as he is known by his graffiti crew, painted the mural at San Juan Bautista and has
become a regular at Open Space, despite his initial reluctance to attend.
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